Presidential Address

Land Surveyor’s Association Annual Dinner - 2007
The master of ceremonies, our guest speaker; Prof. Carolyn Cooper, honourees, specially invited guests, fellow surveyors, your families and friends good evening.

It gives me great pleasure to address you this evening as the president of this institution that continues to serve the members of this noble profession of ancient origin. Those of you who know the story will agree that we are as ancient as we claim because we are the second of the first two professions.

Surveying was an integral part of nearly all ancient civilization. We have worked in complicity with the tax man for centuries to determine the size and boundaries of land parcels for taxation purposes. The Egyptians have employed surveying for their massive irrigation works and we are the guardians of the scriptures that warns neighbours not to move each others boundary marks (Proverb 22 v 28)
I am proud to belong to such a profession and I am greatly honoured to be entrusted with the leadership of this association which is for the development and growth of the profession and to protect the interest of its members and the public.

The year soon to be concluded has been an eventful one for all of us. The country now has a new government headed by a new Prime Minister; - The Hon. Bruce Golding. The expectations of many Jamaicans are high. Many of us have waited a long time for and can’t wait to see what this new government will bring in the terms of governance to this country. In my view some of these expectations of this government are unrealistic, but perhaps this is as a result of equally unrealistic promises that were given. It is however our responsibility as responsible citizens to temper our expectations with good sense and move quickly away from the victor and vanquished situation of the last elections to a situation of unity and cooperation that leads to the building of a great nation for us all.

Every Jamaican, whether they belong to any interest group or as simply individual citizens must lend their support to the new government where necessary and also constructively criticize it where necessary, but must never commit our efforts to tearing it down.

This is going to be a tough ask for those who can’t wait for the next elections, but I must remind them that nation building does not take place during elections, but in the time between elections. Well in any case that is how it should be.

Jamaicans have proven once more that we have a thriving democracy in our country. We have demonstrated to the world that we know no other way other than an electoral process where we exercise our right of choice to effect a change of government. 
The majority of Jamaicans, albeit a small majority, made the choice for a change, and change is good. It arrests, alters, renews and regenerates and makes allowance for rethinking and rebirth. I am part of an organisation that shall remain nameless where the leadership has come to the conclusion that there are no fit persons to succeed them.
This idea is wrong and I am glad it does not exist in the association. In fact you can see the vice president eagerly chomping at the bits waiting his turn to ascend to leadership. This is healthy combined with fact that the president has a time limit on his tenure. This brings urgency to his administration knowing that he has a limited time to work with because a new administration is impending one that will come with new and refreshing ideas. So in the situation of our own country the concept of time limit on governance may be a good idea. As it will prevent the onset of arrogance and the feeling that one has a God given right to govern in perpetuity. Of course this goes hand in hand with the fact that there must be a viable opposition.
I hope this does not give the VP any ideas as we function quite well without the opposition.

The Land Surveyors Association of Jamaica congratulates the new government and pledges its full support for its policies and effort geared towards building a better Jamaica for us all.

So much for politics, this dinner was meant to be politics free this year and the stage was set when we invited Prof. Carolyn Cooper as our key note speaker. As far as we know she is not a politician yet.
The association and its leadership have been working tirelessly since the start of the year to achieve the objectives we set out to achieve. This in a climate of many challenges, financial challenges, challenges to our profession and challenges faced in the whole development process where we as surveyors are a key player. The members of council and the various committees they head continue to serve us well.

Education Committee  
Mr. McCook and his education committee continue to do excellent work in a number of areas such as the hosting of seminars for the development of our members and the marketing of surveying as a profession at the secondary level. This committee is also spearheading the implementation of the practising certificate for all surveyors.

Grievance and Complaint
Mr. Prendergast and his committee were not very active this year. This is good as there were fewer disputes between survyors and their clients to resolve. There were even fewer disputes involving members of the association.

Legal Committee
Mr. Brown and his committee continue to look at ways to strengthen the structure of the association and the various rules under which we operate. Their work has involved the amendment of our Deed of Settlement and making proposals for improving our operations.  
Planning and Advisory Committee
Mr. Hopeton Chambers and his committee are actively involved in making representation to the powers that be to effect changes in the development approval process. Some work has borne fruit in the recent launching of the manual for development but more work needs to be done in key areas such as the implementation of approval of subdivision of 9 lots and under by the Legal Authority and the regularising of fees collected by the parish councils for processing subdivision applications.

Membership and Professional Development
Ms. Taylor and her committee are actively involved in increasing our membership by appealing to new UTECH graduates to become associate members. This committee is also pursuing ways to improve participation levels by members in the association.

International Affairs and Magazine

Mr. Gordon and his committee continue to ensure that our membership is kept informed by the publication of our quarterly news letter. This publication continues to showcase articles of a very high standard. I commend the authors of these articles and urge then to continue providing them, for publication
Developments
The governance of the affairs of our profession is once more under the Ministry of Agriculture and Land. We look forward to working with the new minister.
We wish to congratulate Ms. Sophia Williams on her appointment as the new Registrar of Titles. She has been acting for some time. We intend to continue our support for the work being done at the Office of Titles.

Surveyors are an integral part of the land titling process and we feel there is room for improvement in the whole interaction process between surveyors and the Office of Titles. This partnership needs to be strengthened with a view to creating more mutually beneficial results that will greatly enhance the titling process.

We wish to congratulate Mrs. Jenevy Smith on her appointment to the post of programmes director in the surveying section of the faculty of the Built Environment at UTECH. We wish for her every success and we hope to continue the fruitful partnership we share in the education of new surveyors.

The debate rages as to whether the removal of transfer tax is a viable route to take in land transactions. Its viability may be questionable but its desirability in my view is absolutely essential to positively impact land transactions. I think the removal of transfer tax will increase revenue for government in the long term. This is so as more persons will be encouraged to carry out land transactions.

We wish also to thank Mr. Godfrey Thomas, the former programme director for his sterling contribution to the training and education of surveying students at UTECH. 

In closing, I wish to thank all the hard working members of council for their effort in running the business of the Association. Special thanks to our admin secretary Miss. Novelette Medley and all members of the association that serve the profession in various capacities. Our panel of examiners must be thanked especially for their hard work in administering the commission exams annually. Special thanks to those that serve on the Surveyors Board and on the Disciplinary Committee.

Let me thank all the heads of agencies and allied professional bodies with whom we have to interact in carrying out our duties as professional Land Surveyors. Special thanks to the National Land Agency to whom we are joined at the hip and we look forward to a continued fruitful and productive relationship.

Let me thank most of all the general membership of the Association for their support over the year. It is a great privilege and honour to serve you. And I commit myself to serving you as long as I am able to.  
